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INTERVIEW TRANSCRIPTION WORK SAMPLE 
 

Georgia Ellie Dassler 
 
Interviewer’s/Transcriptionist’s Note: In 2019, I spoke with Marilyn Whitlock Hockersmith, a 
gospel singer who toured with the celebrated group, John Edmonds and the Gospel Truth, in the 
mid-twentieth century. Marilyn spoke with me about her music, her faith, and her active 
retirement in Bowling Green. This transcription represents an excerpt of that conversation. 
 
Interview duration: 1:21:31 
a comma , indicates a short pause 
/front slashes indicate overlapping text/ 
[brackets indicate contextual/additional information] 
 
[00:00:00] 
 
Ellie Dassler: Ok, my name is Ellie Dassler, it is um, October 25th, 2019. Um, I am gonna be 
talking with Ms. Marilyn Hockersmith in her home, in the Shake Rag neighborhood in Bowling 
Green, Kentucky. Alright, Ms. Marilyn, so, let’s start- let’s start way back at the beginning. What 
do you see as like- when did you get started with music and singing? What’s your origin story 
there? 
 
Marilyn Hockersmith: When I was at the New Bethel Baptist Church, [clears throat] John 
Edmonds was a, uh- the mu- minister of music there, and I was about, maybe, 14 15 years old. 
So I sang in the junior choir, at the church, and from that point he asked me would I start, uh, 
would I like to go singing on Sundays or weekends, to different churches, various locations 
throughout Kentucky. And I agreed, so that’s how I really got started, then of course when I got 
in high school I was in the glee club, and, uh, as a soprano, and I learned all types of different 
music and, but, be- even before then, I had a love for music as a young girl, I would make up 
songs at, age 5 and 7 through s- at 6 and 7, and uh- with my own little beat, and, my mother was 
a singer so I think that’s where it all originated from. And then after that, um, and uh, different, 
um, stages of my life I would just love to just sing and, harmonize and sing by myself and hum, 
so, uh, I started um, doing that, and so then, from there went to church and, uh, then John 
Edmonds then took from that, uh traveling all over the world, and al- also going from state to 
state during summer months, uh, from high school, uh to different, uh, states and- and 
performing uh, at various places, colleges, and uh, different uh locations, this- different types of 
state institutes, uh, mostly churches, and, so that’s how I really got started and then John would 
uh, teach us had- we have a- had a lot of rehearsals and, he would teach us the parts that we need 
to know and need to learn and, so I got started I learned to develop my vocal chords that way, by 
listening to him and following his advice and, through the years, uh, be- began to grow on me 
even more so, I pursued it all the more.  
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ED: Uh, so I wanna ask a little bit more about John Edmonds, and- and all that in a minute, but, 
um, so you really started singing in the church, in the church context, right?  
 
MH: /Right, I did/ 
 
ED: /Can you/ talk a little bit more about that? About what that, uh, what does that mean to you 
when you’re singing in church, what’s that connection there for you? 
 
MH: Well, for one thing, uh, at age 5 I- I uh gave my life to the lord at a early age and was 
baptized, so I knew that, uh, because of um, me being a Christian, I just wanted to, uh, to show- 
show God, even at a young age, uh, the gi- uh- share the gifts that he had given me. So it all 
came from him so. Uh, I enjoyed it, uh, because we sing all types of choir songs and Gospel 
songs and uh, I just have a, just a- a- ear for music, and, not just Gospel, uh as a young girl, you 
know I liked all kind of uh, different types of music especially I liked jazz, uh, more because I 
loved the instruments and the music I loved the sound, I loved the coming together. So it- uh, I 
just developed that into all types of genres of music as a young girl, didn’t know about the word 
“genre,” but at the- at that early age, I was so engrossed in just singing and, because it brought 
me freedom, it brought me, uh, life, and it’s something I really enjoyed and, uh, it built my self-
esteem and my confidence. 
 
ED: That’s important. Um. You said come, you- you liked the coming together in jazz, did- were 
you talking about the coming together of the sounds or of people? 
 
MH: The sounds. 
 
ED: The sounds? 
 
MH: The sounds. 
 
ED: /The sounds/ 
 
MH: /The-/ the instruments. Different instruments, the piano and the, uh, saxophone and the 
guitar, all of those blending in for a perfect blend. And that developed my ear to hear, uh certain 
tunes, uh, certain, uh, chords, and, those jazz chords were a- off- to me off-key but they sounded 
so smooth and good and. But Gospel was my favorite, uh, but I love all types of music. 
 
ED: Why is Gospel your favorite? 
 
MH: Because it means go- spreading the good news and that’s what I was really all about, and 
that’s how God, uh, appointed me so to speak, uh, brought me into this world to, sing his praises, 
but he’s got all types of music and, uh, but uh, Gospel is the number one, thing in my life that, 
carried me through the years. All those wonderful songs starting with “Amazing Grace” and 
“Precious Lord” and. Those type of songs that, uh, were rooted inside of me as a young girl and 
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then hearing my mother, sing songs, uh, uh, I call them str- strumming the meter, meaning 
without music, they just, sang with uh, you know uh, a tune and, that was it. And you grab hold 
of that, and it was beautiful.  
 
ED: So, um, let’s see. So you- you said you met John, Edmonds when he was- he was the choir 
director at your church when you were in, what junior high? 
 
MH: Actually I was in, uh, actually, uh… yea- elementary school. /Elementary school/ 
 
ED: /Oh ok, ok, excuse me/ 
 
MH: /I started in,/ uh, elementary school, then from there, uh, that’s when after I got into high 
school he asked me well did I want to travel with him, and sing on weekends, and things like that 
and I had to ask my mom and, I agreed ‘cause I already had my uh, she agreed- I always had my 
sister. She sang with him. And so I just wanted to be a part of it. [clears throat] 
 
[00:05:39] 
 
ED: What were those early days, of uh, touring around Kentucky, can you talk about those early- 
of when you first started touring with them and going around to different places what was that 
like? 
 
MH: Absolutely wonderful it was the March of Dimes telethons, that’s what we did a lot of, and 
course different types of churches it didn’t matter about, uh, then the color of the churches, and, 
uh, you know, we didn’t care about whether it was uh, uh Black white or whatever. Uh, we were 
just welcomed in tho- in different cities that we traveled to and we would do it state-wide. Uh, 
from uh- during summer breaks, uh, high school summer breaks from Kentucky to California. 
And those people we’d had not ever met, and they welcomed us in our home, John would send a 
letter, and ask them about it, uh, you know would they be interested and, before you know it we 
ended up with people we never met before, and that taught me culture that taught me that, it 
doesn’t matter about the color of skin, that people are just people, they’ll love you but- mostly 
out West, it was just different, it was different to me. Then just down South. Yeah, so, it was just 
so different and, so warm and, uh, they made you feel so welcome in a home they had never met- 
they trusted, who we were, you know, they trusted us. And, m- on top of that, the food was good 
[both laugh] three meals and /things like that/ 
 
ED: /That’s important/ 
 
MH: [both laughing] Mmhm yeah, yes.  
 
ED: You said it was different, can you- can you, um, maybe elaborate a little bit, I know you said 
you felt welcome with people in different states, which is- which is great, but what was, what 
was so different about, those other places versus, back home in Bowling Green? 
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MH: Uh, those other, places like, um, from, Kentucky to um, California, like Arizona, and New 
Mexico, it was- they just didn’t see color.  
 
ED: [Hums] 
 
MH: It was such a mixture, of different people. It was, uh, uh, not segregated. It was all 
integrated, even back in that day in the sixties, and it was just absolutely wonderful, I just felt, 
just it- it taught me how to love people beyond what I see and what I know. And, that’s what- 
that’s what, uh, m- kinda mended me more than anything, because coming from a family of 13, 
it- we just had a struggle, hard time, living in Bowling Green and uh, coming from Henderson, 
Kentucky. We had a hard time and, it was- it was quite a struggle but when, we left- when I left 
this area and went, you know, opposite, east and west, uh, just west, I just felt a different type of, 
a different type of, uh, people. They’re just warm and- and welcoming, and they- they didn’t 
look at color. It may have been but I never s- I didn’t see it like that, I really didn’t. So that’s 
what made me, uh, more comfortable, and um, more relaxed and they never made a difference, 
even though they had, you know maybe children that had never seen a, uh, Black people before. 
Uh, they would say, uh, “oh don’t mind him, he’s never seen you all before,” you know, things 
like that and it- they just- it was just a ma- majority of the time, was with uh- uh, white, people. 
Mmhm, so that’s what made me feel, comfortable, I had never experienced anything so great, as 
the love that they showed me at that time when I was in their presence and in- each house, that 
we went to, each home. They welcomed us, with open arms, Christians, true Christians.  
 
ED: So were you singing- you were singing Gospel music to these audiences that were maybe- 
we they- what was their familiarity with Gospel music, before you all went and toured with 
them.  
 
MH: They had to know, we were, uh, coming because, uh, they enjoyed it because it was not 
just, old- it was hymns but it was, uh, it was uh, foot uh, patting and hand clapping, type of 
Gospel. And it just gave them a “wow,” you know, excitement. Uh, even we went to a, uh, a uh, 
institution where there were- there was uh, physically challenged uh, individuals, young people, 
and even they, got into it, you know they just loved the music- Music is a soothing- is soothing 
for the soul, I’m telling you, it is. And there was different songs that we would sing slow, and 
some fast with tempo, and they just loved the mu- just the sound of the music and, the sound of 
the voices blending together, we were young, and that taught us things as well.  
 
 


